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Societal
challenges

Particular attention is given
to transoceanic studies,
which examine the historical
and cultural trajectories

of coastal and island
communities through various
dynamics—exchanges,
cultural mixing, colonization,
isolation, myth-making, or
climatic changes—using
complementary approaches:
philological (oral narratives),
economic (local performing
arts), anthropological

(heritage formation), and
historical (archival sources).

By extending the Atlantic
perspective to include
circulations between Africa,
Europe, and the Americas,
as well as Oceania and Asia
(Indonesia), this approach
prompts a rethinking

of worlds and societies
connected by the oceans.
The research examines
both state actions (defense,
diplomacy, influence) and
representations (images,
literature), as well as the role
of actors in processes of
identity construction.

Environmental justice

Researchers at CRHIA-La
Rochelle study environmental
justice issues in the Americas
by examining the links
between public policies,
social inequalities, and
ecological vulnerabilities. This
interdisciplinary approach,

at the intersection of history,
social sciences, literature,
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The CRHIA (Centre for Research in International and
Atlantic History, UR 1163 - Nantes University and La
Rochelle University) is one of the leading hubs for
historical and cultural research in western France.
This dual-site research unit, bringing together 137
members, brings together specialists in ancient,
medieval, modern, and contemporary history, as
well as in literature and languages. Its research
focuses on the dynamics of the Atlantic world and
international oceanic exchanges, from Antiquity to
the present day.

Disciplines—Civilizational cultural, literary studies

and the visual arts, offers new
insights into the relationships
between societies and

their environments from a
transatlantic perspective.

Arts and digital humanities

The La Rochelle team at
CRHIA is recognized for

its contributions to French
and international cultural
studies, notably through

an innovative approach to
analyzing cultural objects
and performing arts, linked
to research at the University
of Buenos Aires on audience
formation. The team uses
digital humanities tools and
has developed the e-spect@
teur platform, dedicated

to video annotation of live
performances

Oceanic tourism

CRHIA's research examines
tourism development as a
major driver of demographic
and economic transformations
in coastal and maritime areas.
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(Q — Research Networks

The Centre is a member of several Scientific Interest Groups (GIS), including the GIS Institut des Amériques, which
brings together research in the social sciences and humanities on American societies in France, and the GIS History
& Marine Sciences, focused on maritime and coastal environments from an interdisciplinary perspective. It also
participates in the ethnopdle network through the Humanités océanes ethnopoéle, accredited in 2021, as well as in
the Ecole du Spectateur network (REDIEE) founded by the University of Buenos Aires.
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CRHIA-La Rochelle leads several MASTER TOURISM

funded projects, including the Working

Group THEATRALIA (DARIAH-ERIC), » programme e-Tourism and cultural engineering of heritage
the THEATRALAB project (ANR), and a

program cataloging Indonesian collections in

French museums, supported by the Ministry

of Culture, the Indonesian Embassy in » programme Projects or cultural institutions management
France, and the La Rochelle Natural History

Museum.

— Partnerships
Collaborations

CRHIA's international focus involves numerous
partnerships. The Centre collaborates with over
forty overseas and international universities

and research laboratories, including in French Polynesia

and Guyana, as well as in Europe (Croatia, Italy, Spain) and

around the world (notably Argentina, Uruguay, Brazil, Canada,
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